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MOSCOW IDENTIFIES
BODY N LEBANON
AS A RUSSIAN AIDE

CALLS KILLING ‘ATROCITY

Soviet Indirectly Blames Israel
for Kidnapnings in Beirut
by Moslem Extremists ™~

+

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Spucial 0 The New York Times .

MOSCOW, Oct. 2 — The Soviet Unief
said a. man found slain in West Beirut* .
today had been positively identified ag{ +
one of four Russians abducted in thé -
Lebanese capital Monday by Moslem |
extremists. Moscow called the killing
‘an atrocity which cannot be par.
doned.™

At the same time, the Kremlin, in an
official statement broadcast tonight on
the television news and published by
the Tass press agency, said it held Is-
rael indirectly responsible for the ab-
ductions. But the Kremlin stopped
short of threatening any retaliation.

(In Lebanon, officials said the body -
of the slain man, whom they identi- *
fied as Arkady Katakov, a secretary
at the Soviet Embassy in West Bei-
rut, had been recovered from anopen *
lot near Beirut’s shell-ravaged sta-
dium. Page Al4.

[In Paris, a Soviet official accom-
panying Mikhail S. Gorbachev at the
start of a four-day visit to France .
said Moscow had ‘“‘turned to various -
groups in Lebanon in order to save
our Soviet citizens.’’ The spokesman, .

e

i Leonid Zamyatin, added, ‘‘We have

addressed this plea also to the Syrian -
leadership.”” Syria is . the Soviet .
Union’s closest ally in the Middle

East.] .

Reaction Closely Monitored -
Western diplomats, closely monitor. .
ing Moscow's reaction to the first ter-"
rorist attack against the Soviet Unionr,
in the Middle East in recent years, said
that some kind of retaliatory strike'
could not be ruled out but that one’
seemed unlikely. .
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Moslem extremists have threatened
to kill all the Russians — the others ab-
ducted were Valery Mirkov and Oleg
Spirin, both diplomats, and Dr. Nikolai
Virsky, the embassy doctor' — unless -
there is an immediate end to the fight-
ing in the northern Lebanese port of -
Tﬂpoﬁ.TheﬁghﬁngisbetwemSyﬁam:
backed leftist and Communidt militiae
men on the one hand and Sunni Moslex{ -
extremists on the other. N

Blaming Israel -
Moscow said Israel was indirectly re- ~
sponsible for the kidnapping becaula\
Israel was the *‘prime cause of internal-_
Lebanese strife, of which Soviet citi-
zens became innocent victims.” ,
““However,” the statement went on,
‘“this does not absolve those who were’ .
the immediate organizers and perpe-.
trators of the atrocity.” -
The ultimate Soviet response, the*
Western dipiomats said, will would de-'«
pend on several factors, including the.
treatment of the three remaining hos-*'
tages, the political situation in Lebanon’.
and the Middle East and Moscow’s .
ability to project its military forcess

into the area if it decides to retaliate.
Moscow has no military bases within
easy striking distance of Lebanon.
:» The brief Kremlin statement, which
Pplaced direct responsibility for the kid- -
napping and killing on ““an extremist
Moslem group,”’ also noted that “those
who could have stopped the criminal
action did not do everything possible.”
This conduct, the Kremlin warned,
will have a “most negative effect’”” on
Soviet attitudes. ’ :
" The statement did not identify those
who failed te take preventive action,
Jeaving unclear whether Syria was in-
uded in this X

= Any cooling in relations between Da-
mascus and Moscow-would have major
ramifications in the Middle East.
:- Immediate Release Demanded
- *““The Soviet Government is strongly
Jemanding the immediate and uncon-
ditional release’ of the hostages, the
statement said.
= It added, ‘‘Procrastination in this
tter, let alone violence against the
et citizens, will further aggravate
ﬂwguﬂtofnutholewhohavemything;
t0 do with this matter.” .
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Soviet statements about the kidnap- '

pings, which have not mentioned the
names of the four, Russians, including
the one who was killed today, have
minimized Soviet links to the fighting
in Tripoli. The two groups that have
taken responsibility for the kidnap-
pings have that the Soviet
Union intervene with Syria to end the
fighting between pro-Syrian and pro-
Iranian Moslem forces in Tripoli. -
The Soviet Government statement
:iittllll\g:cow “huﬂx:' mlaﬂon_;;;.}};'
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mm support from pro-Syrian
The Kremlin also said the killing was
‘‘all the more condemnable since the
Soviet Union has always been a friend
of the Lebanese and other Arab peoples
and a consistent advocate of the preser-
vation of unity, independence afid terri-
torial integrity of Lebanon, an end to

bloodshed in that and a politi-
cal settlement of its lems."”’
Earlier today, a Tass report from

New York noted that President Reagan
had denounced the abductions in Bei-
rut. It also quoted Javier Pérez de Cué-

llar, the United Nations Secretary
, as condemning the kidnap-

. Moscow Seeks Help
Special to The New York Times

PARIS, Oct. 2— A Soviet spokesman
said today that Moscow had ‘‘turned to
various tbeminl.ebanonofm;'torhelpin
securing ease remaining
three Russian hostages.

The spokesman, Leonid Zamyatin,
who is in Paris ?3 M‘: Gorbachev,
said, “‘The Soviet Union is doing every-
thing posdible in order to protect its
et citizens in Lebanon.

“Our line is to condenmn terrorist at-
tacks and our endeavor will be to pro-
oct Soviet citizens in Lebanon,”” he




